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Charter School bill Introduced Sept 2013, by Asm Troy Singleton (D Burlington)

An Act concerning the authorization, regulation, and monitoring of charter schools, amending N.J.S.18A:23-1, P.L.2011, c.140, and P.L.2000, c.142, and amending and supplementing P.L.1995, c.426.
STATEMENT


This bill makes various changes to the State’s charter school program.  First, the bill provides that four-year public institutions of higher education may be designated as charter school authorizers after receiving approval from the State Board of Education.  Upon receiving the approval, the institution and the State board would enter into an authorizing contract for a term of three years, with the option to extend the contract for two additional one-year periods.  An institution that has been designated as an authorizer may terminate the designation upon providing one year’s written notice to the State board.  The State board may suspend or revoke an institution’s designation as an authorizer if it deems the authorizer’s performance to be unsatisfactory on various dimensions.  


Second, the bill modifies the process by which charter school applications are approved.  Each charter school authorizer would annually issue a request for proposal that would detail, among other things, the school districts or communities in which a new charter school would be approved, the criteria that the authorizer will use when evaluating applications, and any preference the authorizer may have for an applicant that demonstrates the capacity to serve a specific disadvantaged population of students.


Third, the bill requires that the charter school authorizer and any charter school that it approves enter into a charter contract.  The charter contract will specify the performance framework on which the authorizer will evaluate a charter school’s performance.


Fourth, the bill revises current law to allow a charter school to use public funds to construct a facility, and provides two methods by which a charter may acquire a facility:

· the bill establishes a charter school facility loan program to be administered by the State Board of Education; and

· the bill grants a charter school right of first refusal to purchase or lease any surplus real property in the charter school’s district of residence.


The bill makes a number of other statutory changes, including:

· requiring that a charter school pay an administrative fee to its charter school authorizer equal to 1.5 percent of the total revenue that a charter school receives pursuant to current law;

· lengthens the term of an initial charter, from four years to five years, and a renewed charter from five years to, at the discretion of the charter school authorizer, up to 10 years;

· requires that a charter school makes admission decisions through a public lottery if the number of students seeking admission exceeds the number of available spaces;

· removes the requirement that a charter school applicant submit its application to the board of education for review;

· requires that when a student withdraws from a charter school and enrolls in another public school, the new school accept any credits earned by the student when the student was enrolled in the charter school and determine the student’s grade level placement using the same criteria that would be applied to a transfer student from any other public school;

· modifies the timeline under which charter school applications are submitted and reviewed;

· requires that the executive county superintendent of schools of a county in which a charter school is located annually hosts a conference at which the public schools located in the county may exchange information regarding practices that have contributed to improving student outcomes; and

· allows a charter school to grant enrollment preference to students who reside within a defined geographic area within the charter school’s district of residence, as specified in the approved charter school application.
Modifies various aspects of the charter school program, including authorization, regulation, and monitoring of charter schools.  This act shall take effect immediately.

